THE first case is that of a girl, aged 13, who came to the Royal Dental Hospital. The deciduous molars in the maxilla and the left side of the mandible were absent. Before treatment for crowding was decided on, X-rays were taken which showed that the premolars in the
maxilla and the left side of the mandible were absent. On the right side of the mandible the first premolar had erupted and the second premolar was present in the jaw. On questioning the mother she informed me that the deciduous molars were removed by her; she described them as merely " on the gum," and she picked them out with her fingers. Further, she stated that they consisted of crowns only with no signs of roots. She was an intelligent woman, and I think we can take it that normal absorption of these teeth had occurred. As you will see the X-rays show an entire absence of the maxillary and left mandibular premolars.
The second case occurred in the practice of Mr. Guanziroli, who sent the teeth concerned and the X-rays to the Royal Dental Hospital museum, and has kindly allowed me to refer to them. In this case normal absorption of the deciduous maxillary lateral incisor and canine had occurred. The X-ray shows an absence of the permanent lateral and canine. Without a full-sized plate we cannot be sure that the permanent canine is absent for that is an extremely rare abnormality; but, it is not present in any position in which it could influence the absorption of its deciduous predecessor.
We are accustomed to think of the absorption of the deciduous teeth as being due to the developing permanent teeth underneath, and, in the majority of cases, the relation of the two would seem to warrant that assumption. In these two cases the absorption cannot be accounted for in this fashion. The whole mechanism of bone absorption is still very much of a mystery, and recently doubts have been cast on the osteoclast as a bone-absorbing cell. I am not prepared to offer any explanation of these cases, but simply bring them before you as two cases which seem to upset the current accepted theory of absorption of the deciduous teeth.
